STELLAR EAGLE

ESTRELLA WARBIRD MUSEUM NEWSLETTER
NOVEMBER 2002

Most of you know John as our
Chef, and avid supporter of the Estrella
& Warbird Museum. John plans all our
monthly Dinner Meetings, and was the
{ Culinary Mastermind in getting out
: EESER dinners to 200 + people in 20 minutes
during the USO Show and Dinner Dance! John is a wine-
maker, chef, and businessman. What you may not know is

rest of the story"!

John Himes was born in East Grand Rapids MI and
grew up in Holland MI until he was 20. He began
his college career at Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo, where he thought he wanted to be an engineer
until he met up with calculus and chemistry then he decid-
ed that maybe a career in business was more suited to his
learning ability.

After becoming disenchanted with the snow and
cold of Michigan, John headed for the warmer climes of
Scottsdale, AZ in 1960. He finished up his college at
Arizona State University with a BS in Accounting in 1965.
John earned his CPA certificate in 1970 while working for
Arizona State as an Internal Auditor. He then worked for
Del Webb Corp in Phoenix as the Assistant Manager of
their Internal Audit department. This gave John a chance
to travel to many of their properties. While living in
Arizona, John married his first wife Beth and raised two
daughters, Gretchen, now 34 and Sarah, now 32.

However something was missing, John found he
was not happy doing this kind of work. So in January of
1976 he quit his job and moved his family to San Luis

‘spo where he built and opened the Taylor Rental
Centers in San Luis, Atascadero and Paso Robles. In 1983,
John got rid of the rental businesses following his divorce
from Beth. Putting his Accounting skills back to work he
used 1t to go to work in the County Auditor Controller's
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office in San Luis Obispo, until 1987 when he purchased
Paper Works Printing in Atascadero, which he owned until
2001. John says owning his own business was more
challenging and rewarding than the accounting profession.

Becoming interested in Spirituality in 1998, John
began to read every book he could find and looked for
people who had read and understood the same books.
After receiving an email one day he found someone as
interested as he. John says, " I knew that there was some-
thing special about her from that very first letter. She is
now my wife Mira." Mira was born in Russia but lived her
whole life in Latvia except for her University years. She
has one son, Dima who is 28 and lives in Saint Petersburg,
Russia. Her mother is a retired school teacher who lives in
Riga, the capital of Latvia. Mira holds a masters degree in
Hydrology and has traveled extensively in the old Soviet
Union and in the Scandinavian countries in pursuit of her
career. She loves to read and is a teacher of Tai Chi.

Courtship proved to be very difficult, when the
American Government refused Mira a Tourist visa to meet
John in person. John then went to Latvia and met her and
her family there. After their engagment, the INS took 7
months to issue her a visa to be with John so they could
get married. They are currently working on getting Mira a
"Green Card" so that she will have permanent status. This
process has taken over 4 months for the INS to agree to
process that paperwork, and will take a year to complete.
John says someday he will "write a book about all this. It
will be a cross between humor and a tradgedy!"

Now you know, "The Rest of the Story"! Ww—

(Ed note: We will be featuring a member every month so
that you can get to know each other better.)



vops:

"The news of my demise is highly overated 4
says long time member Cof. Bob Gay, UASF
Retired. Recently the Tribune and the Paso
Robles Press carried an obituary for a Bob Gay,
82 of Paso Robles. No services were to be held.
President Betty Miller made arrangements to
have the "In Memorjum" plaque taken to have
Bob's name added. She called the Gay residence,
leaving a message that she needed the date of
birth. Imagine her surprise when the "deceased"
called up and said to hold everything, he was
healthy and very much alive, and told her,
"The news of my demise is highly overated!"

Bob said he was away from home the day
the articles appeared and his first inkling that
something was wrong was when the neighbors
all came over with flowers and food and sympa-
thy cards. Bob said he has been getting calls
from all over California, and he is delighted to be
able to tell his friends that all is well and tat he
plans on staying with us for a long time to come.
We are all relieved and delighted that the shock-
ing news had such a happy ending! See you at
the Dinner Meeting Bob! w—

WNOVEMBER DINNER MEETING.
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Novernber Speaker

Our speaker for November will be Bob
Dickson from Morro Bay, California. Bob was g
B-17 pilot in World War II and shot down over
Germany on his third combat mission. He was
immediately captured and spent 18 months as 3
POW. Bob returned to the US after the war and
worked 32 years in the aerospace business. w—

Need an extra guest room?
Wantto travel in comfort?
20 5th wheel travel trailer for sale.
Call Bob Singleton at 239-2084
for price and additional information.

Museurn Wins "Marshalls Award” a¢ Pioneer Day Parade

The Estrella Warbird Museum was award-
:d the Marshalls Award for their 2002 Pioneer
Jay entry. The award is an engraved silver cake
mife and server in a velvet presentation box. We
vill be cutting our desert with it on November
th. The entry consisted of the following:

US Navy jeep driven by Kevin Craig and
assenger Linda Hermansen in a sailor uniform.
‘hey had patriotic music, including all the sery-
*e songs, playing to the crowd,

US Army jeep driven by John Cromwell.

USMC 1 ton truck and trailer driven by
anold Hermansen in a US Army uniform.

1912 Medical Corp truck mounted on a
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trailer with Mira and John Himes as passengers,
towed by John Dolan and Dave Geiger.

USMC jeep driven by Gary Corippo with
passenger Al Schade dressed in his USMC uni-
form.

US Army MP jeep driven by Chuck
Miller in his army uniform and Betty Miller
dressed as a WW II wac.

An aerial flyover was performed by Glen
Thomson, George Marrett, Dr. Obbje Atkinson
and Bob Foote. Glen Thomson was the organizer
of the 2002 museum entry. -

Congrats to all who worked hard to make
it all happen! N—
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D.P. INDUSTRIES |

AIRCRAFT HANGAR DOOR SPECIALISTS

R T } OVER 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE

' JRNBEE % Aircraft Hangar, Air Filter,

j._;-m— - —_ 2 Plenum, Hlulsi_ One I"iguL‘ Partial
€ Canopy, Free Standing. and
v L L .

| Specialty Door Systems

Webh: www . dpindustries.com
amail; doorsiudpindustries. com

Fax (805) 238-1917

Impossible Is Our Specialty!"

Phone (805) 238-901 1
"The Difficult We Do Daily, The

PETE JOHNSTON

CHEVROLET + PONTIAC - OLDOSMOBILE

BUICK * & 4,

\/’/VQPiZQn wireless

Authorizeg Agent

JOCELYN JOHNSTON-SLASON 2485 THEATRE DRIVE - BOX 607

805-238-7800 PASO ROBLES, CA 93446
805-543-3804 PJCPHONES@TCSN NET

PETE JOHNSTON I3

CHEVROLET + PONTIAC » OLDSMOBILE
BUICK * CHEVY TRUCKS

MICHAEL T. SLASON
FLEET SALES MGR.

19499-2831 CALL me 1st!!! 2485 THEATRE DRIVE » BOX 607
PASO ROBLES, CA 93446

GMSTORE@TCSN.NET

PETE JOHNSTON
24 HOUR TOWING & ROAD SERVICE

vuce @@ T

All Auto Clubs and Insurance Honored
Wheel Lift - Flat Bed - Commercial - RV

(805) 238-1535
1-800-549-1535

AAA MEMBERS CALL 1-800-400-4222
2485 Theatre Drive, Paso Robles, CA 93446

Jon Rocky Jones
Realtor®
San Luis Obispo County

¢ AT : 4' Office: (B05) 434-9700, Fxt. 203 gy
g " Cell: (805) 331-957)
. | Fax: (R05) 434-9740

email: rocky@tesn.net

93465

|
i webs wawworockyjones.com
i

vl 12 Mum Stos Templeton, CA -

SONJIA JOHNSTON B AER
COMMERCIAL PiLor
FAA-CERTIFIED FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR

" PRIMARY anp ADVANCED
" MUuLTr-ENGing
T INSTRUMENT

tH) BOS 434 3029
VM BOS S50 3436
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PARENTS!! %
GRANDPARENTS!!

RENTS!! L
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ESTRELLA WARBIRD MUSEUM
4251-A DRY CREEK ROAD
PASO ROBLES, CA 93446 e
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Is there a way to attain true freedom? A way to have
the time and money to do what you really want to do?

Thereis. It's real. It's here.

Don't miss it!

...even the highest flying
enterprise needs a boost.

Let us help you get your enterprise off
the ground. We can handle all
your business graphic needs.

Excellence in Graphic Communication

@QxGGmﬁx
Multimedia

3540 Forked Horn Place voice: 805-239-5642
Paso Robles. CA Y346 mfo@fuxerafiv.con fax: 805-226-9348

on the World Wide Web




